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Town of West Bridgewater 

CONSERVATION COMMISSION 

1st Fl. Conference Room, Town Hall 

65 North Main Street 

 

 4 April 2017 

 Minutes  

 

6:30 PM       Chairman Tim Hay (TH) called the meeting to order with Commissioners Lee Anderson (LA) and 

Moe McCarthy (MM) present; Alternate members Ryan Byrnes (RB) and Paula Bethoney (PB), Agent John 

DeLano, and Secretary Kitty Doherty were also present.   

●Inadvertently, this meeting was not correctly posted via the town clerk’s office, therefore the commission can 

only conduct informal discussion and take no official votes tonight.   Abutters to projects requiring Public 

Hearings had been notified about their PH via CRRR and the agenda had been posted on the commission's 

website.  

Approval of Minutes for 7 March 2017 was held over to the next meeting.  

 

New Public hearings:  

50 Brooks Place NOI (SE 328 - 716) Landmark Site Design / Woodrow Estates ; to construct a duplex home, 

driveway, septic system and utilities within 100' buffer to a BVW  

Submitting green cards, Consultant Peter Lavoie presented this proposal for a new duplex dwelling;  Ryan Cook 

is the applicant.  This proposal includes a shared septic system for both duplex units which is an allowed use  as 

this lot has more than the required sq.ft.    In Agent DeLano's opinion it can be permitted with a standard OOC.  

By consensus, the PH was continued to the 18 April 2017. 

General discussion ensued; Brooks Place is undergoing a lot of land-use changes and several abutters have 

concerns regarding the existing water table there;  with 5" of rain this week,  many neighbors have had their 

sump pumps on, and are unclear between groundwater and surface water definition.  The percolation tests on 

this lot  were done in February 2017, and previously in 2008.    This foundation will be situated above the water 

table, and pitched to drain towards the back of the lot with no expected change to the  infiltration rate or ground 

water recharge; they are not adding to the ground water.   

JD asked Mr. Lavoie to explain how his proposal will not impact the neighbors. Peter said that by collecting the 

runoff water into a recharge area to soak directly into the ground, it balances the impervious surfaces added via 

the roof and driveways.  The abutting subdivision retention ponds  are not designed to allow infiltration; there 

are impervious barriers under these basins that drain to the southeast and are part of a larger drainage system. 

 



Minutes  & Agent's Report  4 April 2017    Page 2 

Lot 7  Pleasant Street; Amended OOC (SE 328 - 573) Merrill Engineers / Brian McLaughlin, to relocate the existing 

billboard closer to Route 24 in order to improve visibility along the highway.  A waiver is sought to work within the 

50' buffer to a BVW 

Under  Mass state law, there needs to be 1000'  between signs along Route 24 highway.  Consultant Tom Pozerski 

with land-owner Connor McLaughlin presented this sign relocation proposal to the board.  This is a reopening of a 

previous OOC,  in order to get permits to move the billboard sign a short distance along Route 24.  There is less WL 

impact with this new location;  the applicant will not reduce the previously designed replication area. The abutting 

Blueberry Meadow Trail will still be a CE offered to the Conservation Commission, complete with public parking, 

benches, and U-Pick blueberries. Blueberry Meadow Trail will be approximately 1/2 mile, a spur off the  Bay Circuit 

Trail, off Pleasant Street.   The previously approved financial scholarship offer is still on the table, for WBHS 

students involved in environmental studies.  By consensus the PH was continued to the 18 April 2017. 

 

Administrative discussions:   

  

The board signed routine documents; no other matters were taken up this evening.  

 

 

Agent's Report  

Item #1:  The Agenda for tonight's meeting was posted on the Conservation Commission Web Site and not the Town 

Calendar.  Therefore, no votes or decision can be made tonight. 

Item #2: New Public Hearing DEP # 328-716 Notice of Intent (NOI)–#50 Brooks Place-Duplex (Two) Family Home with 

Septic System and associated grading for a yard   

The proposed dwelling is an allowed use for this lot due to the frontage and area of the lot meeting the minimum 

requirements for a duplex home.  The septic is outside the 100' buffer and nothing is proposed in the 50' buffer.  The 50' 

buffer is to be marked with PVC pipes and Conservation Signs.  The roof will have leaching chambers for recharging the 

groundwater.  This development will have no impact on the wetlands and can be permitted with our standard special 

conditions.  I have no issues with the project and recommend that at the next meeting the Public Hearing be closed and the 

OOC issued at that time. 

Recommendation: No Motion is to be made.  Chairman to announce that the Public Hearing (PH) is to be continued to the 

04-18-2017 meeting.   

Item #2: New Public Hearing DEP # 328-573–Request to Amend Order of Conditions (OOC)- Assessors Map 65 Lot 7 

Pleasant Street - Re-locate Location of Approved Billboard Location.   

The Commission has received a letter asking that the OOC be amended to allow the billboard to be moved due to approval 

from another town regulatory board.  The new location will have less impact than what was approved by the previous OOC.  

I have no issues with the proposal.   The original OOC will hold except for the reference to the revised plan.  

Recommendation: No Motion is to be made.  Chairman to announce that the Public Hearing (PH) is to be continued to the 

04-18-2017 meeting.     

Item #3: On 04-13-2017, join Town Administrator David Gagne at the MSHS Auditorium as he reviews the details of the 
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proposed purchase of the River Bend Country Club, the management firm chosen to operate the course and the cost to the 

town. A Q&A session will follow the informational briefing. Doors open at 6:30 p.m.  Special Town Meeting 04-20-2017  

 

 

Respectfully submitted,  

 

Kitty Doherty, Secretary 
Minutes accepted 18 April 2017 
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